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The Mediterranean is considered as one of the regions in
the world where the concept of sustainable development is
the most meaningful because of the vulnerability of its
ecosystems which are already affected by degradation. It is
also a region where regional cooperation (North-South,
North-North and South - South) is particularly relevant today
to overcome the challenge of adapting to climate change.
Indeed, this region which is already highly vulnerable to
natural disasters (earthquakes, volcanic activity, floods,
drought and forest fires) will also have to adapt to the
exceptional effects of climate change (increase of
temperature - low rainfall - increased frequency of summer
droughts ...) while at the same time its population will
increase very significantly (see State of the Environment
and Development in the Mediterranean - Plan Bleu - 2009).
In this context forest landscapes (about 100 million hectares
in the Mediterranean) along with the wide range of goods
and services they provide to local populations will be
particularly affected by these changes.

If today the contribution of forest ecosystems to the fight
against poverty, the promotion of socio-economic
development of rural areas, food security and the
conservation of many other environmental services
(biodiversity, landscape quality, preservation of water resources,
fight against erosion and land degradation ...) is considered and
recognized by all as global or regional public goods, it is
clear that the management of forest resources in the
Mediterranean is insufficiently taken into account in national
policy priorities of land use and territorial development.

To address all the challenges ahead for 2050 (increased risk
of forest fires in the Mediterranean, desertification in the North and
the South with consequences such as a probable increase in land
and resource user conflicts and migration with sometimes
difficulties of management by states, degradation of water quality
and soil with consequences for food security in developing
countries of the Mediterranean ...), it is essential that today
sustainable forest management of forests is considered and
integrated in each of the different sectoral policies
(agriculture, water, energy, land use ...) and that local
populations, the main actors involved in adaptation to
climate change, are more involved in defining and
implementing national forest policies.

In this context, regional cooperation developed through the
Committee of the FAO Silva Mediterranea is more relevant
than ever today and should be enhanced significantly within
the dynamic Silva Mediterranea and through collaboration
among different working groups.

Moreover this regional cooperation should be expanded
through the mobilization of a broader platform of
stakeholders and partners active in the forest sector (Plan
Bleu, EFIMED, WWF Mediterranean Program and its network
in the region, AIFM, IUCN, CIHEAM, MAB UNESCO,
Conservation International ...) to initiate a genuine regional
partnership  for the  conservation, sustainable
management and restoration of forest ecosystems
around the Mediterranean.

It is in this spirit that the Forestry Department of FAO and
several partners (GTZ, Plan Bleu, France, EFIMED,
CIHEAM, WWF, IUCN ...) have already decided to take
action to strengthen the regional process with the
member countries of Silva Mediterranea.

We wish every success to this new dynamic that could
contribute at its modest level to the success of the Action
Plan for the Mediterranean under the Barcelona process
and the initiative of the Heads of State of the region
under the Union for the Mediterranean.

Moujahed ACHOURI

News of Silva Mediterranea partners:

The State of the Environment and Development in
the Mediterranean in 2009 was presented November 3,
2009 at the 16th meeting of Parties to the Barcelona
Convention. This publication of the UNEP / MAP - Blue
Plan provides an excellent vision of sustainable
development issues in the Mediterranean in a changing
climate. One chapter is devoted to natural
terrestrial ecosystems.

For more information: http://www.planbleu.org/actualite/fr/

Research Agenda for Mediterranean Forests is
available on the website EFIMED. Developed with a highly
participatory process involving countries bordering the
Mediterranean, this agenda of Mediterranean Forestry
Research sets priorities for the period 2010 to 2020. Its
effective implementation will determine the
capacity of the region to overcome the challenge of
adapting its forested ecosystems to climate change.

For more information: http://www.efimed.efi.int/portal/research/
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State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources

Genetic diversity provides the fundamental basis for the evolution of forest tree species and for their adaptation to
changes. Conserving forest genetic resources is therefore vital, as they are a unique and irreplaceable resource for the
future. Forest genetic resources management can be effective only if treated as an integral element of overall sustainable
forest management. Conservation concerns should be integrated into broader national and local development
programmes, such as national forest programmes, rural development plans and poverty reduction strategies, which
promote cooperation among sectors.

However, lack of information limits the capacity of countries and the international community to integrate forest
genetic resources management into overall cross-cutting policies. It is recognized that reliable general data on forest
status and trends is of great importance to the efficient management of forest genetic resources. Forest-related
information, however, largely refers to forest resources in general rather than to forest diversity and variation. Availability
of specific information on status and trends in forest genetic resources is today woefully inadequate, although some
progress has been made at the national and sub-regional levels in the past decade.

At its Eleventh Session in June 2007, the
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture (CGRFA) acknowledged the urgency to
conserve and sustainably utilize Forest Genetic
Resources (FGR).

The Commission requested that a State of the
World’s Forest Genetic Resources report be prepared
and presented in 2013.

The report on the State of the World’s Forest Genetic

Resources will be prepared through a country-driven

approach based on information provided by

countries and thematic studies. The process would

build upon relevant initiatives and experience, including

seven sub-regional workshops organized by FAO over
the past ten years, for which 71 national reports were prepared, and the global FAO Information System on Forest
Genetic Resources (REFORGEN) database based on information provided by member countries.

The primary source of data and information for the preparation of The State of the World’'s Forest Genetic
Resources will be Country Reports on Forest Genetic Resources. The Country Report preparatory process will focus
on the review of existing data and information and the identification of gaps and needs. Detailed guidelines for Country
Reports were prepared to assist countries to prepare for their Country Reports, as strategic assessments of the status
and trends of forest genetic resources, as well as the state of management capacities and needs. In this way, Country
Reports will serve both as a strategic tool for national efforts to enhance the use, development and conservation
of forest genetic resources, as well as the basis for preparing the global report on The State of the World's Forest
Genetic Resources.

Pour de plus amples renseignements se référer a http://www.fao.org/forestry/fgr/en/ Oudara SOUVANNAVONG

Regional Workshop : Mediterranean Forest Genetic Resources and Climate Change.
(CIHEAM of Chania — Crete — November 24 to 26, 2009).

The objectives of this regional workshop, organized both by FAO and CIHEAM, in collaboration with EFIMED,
EUFORGEN / Bioversity, IUFRO and the Ministry of Rural Development and Food (Greece), were:

1. To consider expected climate changes and their impacts on forest ecosystems, discuss the role of
forest genetic resources and diversity in adaptation to climate change, with special reference to the
Mediterranean region (where woodlands and rangelands are considered together with forest ecosystems);

2. To consider the incorporation of conservation and management of forest genetic resources concerns
into national strategies to address climate change;
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